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was felt to be too small a proportion, and in 1882 it was
increased by an act whose provisions are still The frau_
in force.1 By this statute a voter must be able clllse'
to read and write, and must have passed an examination
on the subjects comprised in the course of compulsory
education,2 except that the examination is not required
in the case of officials, professional men, graduates of
colleges, and others who could, of course, pass it; nor in
the case of men who have received a medal for military
or civil service, or who pay a direct tax of nineteen lire
and four fifths (about four dollars), or who pay rents of
certain amounts. The change more than tripled the
quantity of voters at once;3 and, although these still
include only a small part of the citizens, it is to be
observed that with the spread of elementary education
their number will gradually increase until the suffrage
becomes substantially universal.4

At first the members were chosen each in a separate
district, but after the times of enthusiasm for Italian
unity were over, and the generous impulse that had

1  Brusa, pp. 122-27.    This law, with its amendments, reeodified in
1895, may be found in fall in the Manual of the Deputies for that year.

2  Education is compulsory in Italy only between the ages of six and
nine.    Act of July 15, 1877, Art. 2.

3  It raised the number from 627,838 to 2,049,461.   Brusa, p. 127.  When
the law went into effect, the voters were not very unequally divided into
those who passed the examination, those who paid the taxes, and the other
excepted classes.    Id., p. 126, notes 1-2.

4  In order to restrict the arbitrary influence of the government over
elections, and to prevent the abuses which had been common before, a
procedure for preparing the lists of voters and insuring the secrecy of the
ballot was established by the same law (see Brusa, pp. 127-28,130-32) ;
and in this connection it is to be noticed that soldiers and sailors in active
service (including subalterns and police officials) are not allowed to vote.
Law of March 28, 1895, Art. 14.